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en masse upon your lines by the garrison, without hope or
fear, dressed in safiron garments, drunk Tvith opium and with
the blood of their own womankind- The victor in obstinate
and dangerous conflicts of this kind found himself paying rather
dear for a warlike triumph ; and as for conquest in the sense
of establishing permanent dominion, the country was not worth
the trouble of holding it against the clans and their faithful
allies, the aboriginal non-Aryan tribes of the jungle.- So early
as the end of the twelfth century, nevertheless, the Maho-
medans had discovered the great importance, as a $oint
d'appni in the middle of the E.ajput country, of Ajmere, a
city hTing at the foot of mi almost impregnable hill fort, well
watered for these arid tracts, in a situation 'at once strong,
central, and most picturesque. The fort was taken b}* the
Afghan King Shahab-ud-din at the end of the twelfth century,
and on the crest of the bill the traveller is still shown a grave-
yard thick with mounds, where are said to lie the bones of the
faithful Islamites who fell in the storm,* or in the massacre by
which the Rajputs celebrated the fort's recapture a few years
later. Since then Ajmere has been lost and won several
times; its possession being the symbol of political predomi-
nance in Rajputana ; for it is a Castle Dangerous which no
government could hold in the midst of the clans without
powerful supports and the prestige of military superiority*
The Moghal Emperors made it an imperial residence in the
seventeenth century; in the confusion of the eighteenth cen-
tury the Bajputs got it again for a while, but soon had to
yield it to the Maratha chief Sindia, then at the height of his
fortunes. By him it was ceded, with the lands adjoining, to
the British in 1818; and thus for six centuries or more, with
a few intervals, Ajmere has contained the garrison by which
the masters of India have enforced their paramount jurisdic-
tion over the unruly clans of Kajputana.

But if we except this important occupation of Ajmere, the

* It is called the Ganj gfuxhid, or %  dan fortress of ancient renown that is

granary of martyrs (semen fidefy; "but     properly fitted out for the satisfaction

we are bound to add that this edifying     of devout pilgrims,
memorial is shown in every Mahome-